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T H E  Q U E S T I O N S

Academic Discussion boards, in full

The professor’s question with what the board is about, and the classmates’ posts where the bank records 
them. The posts are part of the prompt; responding to them is what the task scores.

Education
Discussion boards set in the education category.

1. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Does online learning provide a better educational experience compared 
to traditional classroom learning? Why or why not?

Online learning refers to an educational approach where courses are delivered via the internet. This can range from full 
degree programs to supplemental courses, providing flexibility for students in terms of location and schedule. However, 
this mode of learning poses challenges such as reduced face-to-face interaction and the need for self-discipline.

2. Standardized Testing

Professor: Should universities continue to require standardized test scores for admission, or should 
they be optional? Defend your position.

Standardized tests like the SAT and ACT have long been used for college admissions in the United States. Recently, many 
universities have made these tests optional, arguing they favor wealthy students who can afford test preparation. Others 
maintain that standardized tests provide an objective measure of student readiness across different schools.

3. Online Learning

Professor: Do you think online learning can replace traditional classroom education? Why or why not?

Online learning involves the delivery of educational content via the internet, allowing students to access coursework 
from anywhere with an internet connection. This mode of education has grown rapidly, especially with the advent of new 
technologies and the global need for remote learning solutions during the COVID-19 pandemic. While online learning 
offers flexibility and accessibility, it also presents challenges such as limited face-to-face interaction and varying levels 
of student engagement.

4. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion? Is online learning as effective as traditional in-person classes? Why or 
why not?

Online learning involves the use of digital platforms to conduct educational courses and training programs. As 
technology advances, more institutions are offering online courses, enabling students to learn from anywhere in the 
world. While online learning provides flexibility and accessibility, it also poses challenges such as lack of face-to-face 
interaction and potential distractions at home.

Reach120 · Academic Discussion prompt pack · reach120.com Questions



5. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe that online learning is as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to the acquisition of knowledge through digital platforms, where students can access courses and 
educational materials via the internet. This mode of learning has gained popularity due to its flexibility and accessibility, 
making education more attainable for people regardless of their location. However, it also raises questions about the 
effectiveness of online versus traditional in-person education.

6. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion on online learning versus traditional classroom learning? Do you think 
one is more effective than the other? Please provide reasons for your choice.

Online learning, often referred to as e-learning, involves education delivered via the internet. This mode of learning 
has become increasingly popular, especially due to its flexibility and accessibility. Some argue that it provides 
opportunities for those who cannot attend traditional in-person classes, while others believe it lacks the engagement 
and effectiveness of face-to-face education.

7. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion? Is online learning an effective substitute for traditional in-person 
education? Why or why not?

Online learning involves using digital platforms and tools to facilitate education remotely. This approach to education 
has become increasingly popular, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, as it allows students to attend classes and 
complete coursework from anywhere with an internet connection. Advocates argue it offers flexibility and access to a 
wider range of resources, while critics point out potential drawbacks such as lack of social interaction and varying levels 
of access to technology.

8. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning, also known as e-learning, is a method of education where students use digital platforms to access 
courses, lectures, and educational resources from remote locations. As technology advances, online learning has 
become more prevalent, offering flexibility and accessibility to students worldwide. However, it also raises questions 
about the effectiveness of virtual classrooms compared to traditional in-person settings.

9. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning involves using digital platforms and resources to conduct educational activities. This mode of learning has 
become increasingly popular, particularly due to advancements in technology and the necessity brought on by global 
events like the COVID-19 pandemic. While it offers flexibility and accessibility, it also presents challenges such as limited 
social interaction and the need for self-discipline.
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10. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion on online learning replacing traditional classroom education? Do you 
think it should become the primary mode of education? Why or why not?

Online learning is an educational approach that allows students to study via the internet. It has become increasingly 
popular, especially with technological advancements and the global necessity for remote education. Online learning 
offers flexibility and accessibility but also presents challenges like the lack of in-person interaction and the need for 
self-discipline.

11. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion on the effectiveness of online learning compared to traditional 
classroom education? Can online learning effectively replace traditional methods?

Online learning involves taking courses and engaging in educational activities through the internet. It provides flexibility 
and accessibility to a wide range of resources and courses. With the rise of digital platforms, many institutions have 
adopted online learning as a supplement or alternative to traditional in-person classes.

12. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to the use of digital platforms to deliver educational content and facilitate instruction over the 
internet. It has gained popularity due to its flexibility and accessibility, allowing students to learn at their own pace and 
from any location. However, it also raises questions about the effectiveness of remote education compared to traditional 
in-class learning.

13. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe online learning is as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or why 
not?

Online learning involves educational activities conducted over the internet, allowing students to participate in courses 
and learning experiences remotely. This method of learning has become increasingly popular, especially due to 
advancements in digital technology and the global need for flexible learning solutions. While it offers convenience 
and access to a wide range of resources, it also presents challenges such as the lack of face-to-face interaction and 
potential issues with self-discipline.

14. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe that online learning is an effective substitute for traditional classroom 
education? Why or why not?

Online learning refers to educational instruction and content delivery via digital platforms, allowing students to learn from 
anywhere with an internet connection. It offers flexibility and a wide range of resources, but also presents challenges such 
as technological barriers and reduced face-to-face interaction.
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15. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Does online learning offer a better educational experience compared to 
traditional classroom learning? Why or why not?

Online learning refers to educational instruction and content delivered via the internet. It has become increasingly 
popular, especially with the advancements in technology that allow for interactive and flexible learning experiences. 
While some argue that online learning offers convenience and accessibility, others believe it lacks the personal 
interaction and engagement of traditional classroom settings.

16. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional in-person education? Why or 
why not?

Online learning, also known as e-learning, involves accessing educational content and instruction via the internet. This 
mode of learning has become increasingly popular due to its flexibility, allowing students to learn at their own pace 
and from any location. However, it also presents challenges, such as the lack of face-to-face interaction and potential 
technical issues.

17. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional in-person education? Why or 
why not?

Online learning involves the use of digital platforms to conduct education and training. This mode of learning has become 
increasingly popular, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic, allowing students to attend classes and complete 
assignments from anywhere with an internet connection. While some students and educators appreciate the flexibility 
and accessibility it offers, others are concerned about its effectiveness and the lack of face-to-face interaction.

18. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning involves educational activities that are conducted over the internet. This mode of education has grown 
rapidly, especially during global events that limit physical gatherings. It offers flexibility and accessibility to students, 
allowing them to learn at their own pace and from any location. However, it also presents challenges such as the need 
for strong self-discipline and potential feelings of isolation.

19. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning involves acquiring knowledge and skills through digital platforms rather than traditional in-person 
classroom settings. It offers flexibility and accessibility to a wider range of educational resources. However, it also 
presents challenges such as the need for self-discipline and the lack of social interaction.
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20. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning, also known as e-learning, refers to the use of digital platforms to conduct educational courses and 
training over the internet. With advancements in technology and the increasing availability of high-speed internet, online 
learning has become a popular alternative to traditional classroom settings. It offers flexibility and access to resources 
but also presents challenges in maintaining student engagement and ensuring the quality of education.

21. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning a better alternative to traditional classroom learning? 
Why or why not?

Online learning refers to education that takes place over the internet. It has gained popularity due to its flexibility and 
accessibility, allowing students to learn from anywhere in the world. However, it also poses challenges such as the need 
for self-discipline and the lack of face-to-face interaction with instructors and peers.

22. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe online learning can effectively replace traditional in-class learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to the use of digital platforms to conduct educational activities, where students can access 
lectures, assignments, and discussions via the internet. This mode of learning has been increasingly adopted due to its 
flexibility and accessibility, but it also poses challenges such as lack of face-to-face interaction and varying levels of 
digital literacy among students.

23. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional in-person learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning involves the use of digital platforms to deliver educational content and facilitate instruction outside of 
the traditional classroom setting. This method has become increasingly popular due to its flexibility and accessibility, 
especially during the COVID-19 pandemic. However, opinions vary on its effectiveness compared to in-person learning.

24. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion? Do the benefits of online learning outweigh the drawbacks? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to the educational process that takes place over the internet. It allows students to participate 
in courses and complete assignments remotely. With advancements in technology, online learning has become more 
popular, offering flexibility and accessibility to students worldwide. However, it also poses challenges such as lack of 
face-to-face interaction and varying levels of student engagement.
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25. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion on the effectiveness of online learning compared to traditional 
in-person classes? Provide reasons for your perspective.

Online learning encompasses education that is delivered via the internet, allowing students to study from any location. 
This form of learning has become increasingly popular due to advancements in technology and the need for flexible 
educational solutions, especially highlighted during the COVID-19 pandemic.

26. Taking a Gap Year Before College

Professor: Some students choose to take a gap year between high school and college to travel, work, 
or explore personal interests. Do you think taking a gap year is a wise decision? Why or why not?

This discussion considers the potential benefits and drawbacks of delaying college enrollment.

Lisa
Taking a gap year is wise because it gives students time to mature and discover their interests. Many students rush 
into college without knowing what they want to study. A gap year can provide valuable life experience.

Kevin
I think a gap year is risky. Students might lose their academic momentum and find it difficult to return to studying. 
They could also fall behind their peers who entered college directly after high school.

27. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion on the effectiveness of online learning compared to traditional 
classroom-based education? Which do you think offers a better learning experience and why?

Online learning, often referred to as e-learning, consists of education delivered through digital platforms and is 
characterized by the use of the internet to facilitate instruction and learning. With the rise of technology, many institutions 
offer courses that can be completed fully online, providing students flexibility and access to resources that may not be 
available in traditional classroom settings.

28. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion on the effectiveness of online learning compared to traditional 
classroom settings? Provide reasons to support your view.

Online learning is a method of education where students use digital platforms to participate in courses, access materials, 
and communicate with instructors and peers remotely. This mode of learning has gained popularity due to its flexibility 
and accessibility, especially during global events like the COVID-19 pandemic. However, there is ongoing debate about 
its effectiveness compared to traditional in-person education.
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29. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to the use of digital platforms and tools to deliver educational content and instruction. With the 
rise of technology, many educational institutions now offer courses online, allowing students to learn remotely at their 
own pace. This method of learning has both advocates and critics, especially concerning its effectiveness compared to 
traditional in-person classes.

30. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe that online learning is as effective as traditional in-person learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to educational programs and courses that are delivered via the internet. This mode of learning 
has gained popularity due to its flexibility and accessibility, allowing students to learn from anywhere with an internet 
connection. However, it also presents challenges, such as the need for self-discipline and the lack of face-to-face 
interaction.

31. Gap Year Before College

Professor: Do you think taking a gap year before college is beneficial or harmful for students? Explain 
your reasoning.

A gap year is a period, typically one year, taken by students between high school graduation and starting college. During 
this time, students may travel, work, volunteer, or pursue personal interests. While some see it as valuable for personal 
growth and clarity, others worry it may delay academic progress and career development.

32. Online Learning

Professor: What are your thoughts on the effectiveness of online learning compared to traditional 
in-person education? Do you think online learning can fully replace traditional classrooms? Why or why 
not?

Online learning, also known as e-learning, involves the use of digital platforms to deliver educational content 
and instruction. This form of learning can be synchronous, where students and instructors interact in real-time, or 
asynchronous, allowing students to access materials at their own pace. Online learning has gained popularity due to its 
flexibility and accessibility, but it also raises questions about the effectiveness and quality of virtual education compared 
to traditional in-person classes.

33. Online Learning

Professor: In your opinion, should online learning replace traditional in-person classes in universities? 
Why or why not?

Online learning involves educational instruction and content delivery through the internet. This mode of learning can 
include asynchronous courses, where students learn at their own pace, as well as synchronous sessions, where they 
attend live virtual classes. Online learning has become increasingly popular, especially after the global shift towards 
remote education during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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34. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe that online learning can fully replace traditional classroom education? Why 
or why not?

Online learning, also known as e-learning or distance education, allows students to receive instruction and complete 
courses over the internet. With technological advancements, online learning has grown increasingly popular and is now 
a staple in higher education and professional development. However, opinions vary on whether it can effectively replace 
traditional in-person education.

35. Online Learning

Professor: What is your opinion? Is online learning a better option than traditional in-person classes? 
Provide reasons to support your answer.

Online learning refers to the education that takes place over the internet. It has gained significant popularity with 
advancements in technology and the necessity caused by global events like the COVID-19 pandemic. This education 
model offers flexibility, access to a broad range of resources, and the ability to learn from anywhere. However, it also 
presents challenges such as lack of in-person interaction and potential technical issues.

36. Online Learning

Professor: What do you think? Is online learning as effective as traditional in-person learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to the education process that takes place over the Internet. It has gained significant popularity 
with the advancement of digital technology and the increasing accessibility of the internet. While some argue that online 
learning offers flexibility and access to a wide range of resources, others believe it lacks the interaction and engagement 
of traditional classroom settings.

37. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe that online learning is as effective as traditional classroom learning? Why or 
why not?

Online learning refers to educational instruction and coursework delivered via the internet. With technological 
advancements and the global shift towards digital platforms, online learning has become a popular alternative to 
traditional in-person classes. It offers flexibility and accessibility to learners worldwide, but also presents challenges 
such as the need for self-discipline and potential feelings of isolation.

38. Online Learning

Professor: In your opinion, should online learning replace traditional classroom learning in higher 
education? Why or why not?

Online learning has become an integral part of education systems worldwide, especially after the global pandemic. 
This mode of education allows students to attend classes virtually, providing flexibility and access to resources from 
anywhere with an internet connection. While it offers numerous advantages, such as convenience and broader access, 
there are also concerns about its effectiveness compared to traditional in-person learning.
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39. Online Learning

Professor: Do you believe that online learning can be as effective as traditional in-person learning? Why 
or why not?

Online learning refers to the delivery of educational experiences through digital platforms, allowing students to access 
course materials, lectures, and assignments via the internet. This mode of learning has gained popularity due to its 
flexibility and accessibility, especially during unforeseen circumstances like the COVID-19 pandemic. However, it also 
presents challenges such as lack of face-to-face interaction and the need for strong self-discipline.

Environment
Discussion boards set in the environment category.

40. Climate Change Action

Professor: Should governments impose strict regulations on businesses to combat climate change, or 
should they rely on voluntary corporate action? Explain your view.

Climate change poses significant environmental challenges, and governments worldwide are debating the best 
approaches to address it. Some advocate for strict regulations and carbon taxes, while others prefer market-based 
solutions and technological innovation. The balance between environmental protection and economic growth remains 
contentious.

Technology
Discussion boards set in the technology category.

41. Social Media and Privacy

Professor: Given the widespread use of social media, do you think individuals should be more 
concerned about their privacy online, or is the benefit of connection and sharing worth the potential 
risks? Explain your reasoning.

This refers to the balance between sharing personal information on social media platforms and the expectation or right 
to control who accesses that information. With the increasing use of platforms like Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok, 
individuals often share details about their lives, but concerns about data breaches, targeted advertising, and the misuse 
of personal data are also growing.
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42. Social Media as a News Source

Professor: An increasing number of young people get their news from social media platforms rather 
than traditional news sources. Is this a positive or negative development for society? Explain your 
position.

This discussion examines how social media is changing the way people consume news and its implications for informed 
citizenship.

Aisha
Getting news from social media is positive because it makes information more accessible. Young people can 
easily stay updated on current events without subscribing to newspapers. It also allows for diverse perspectives 
from around the world.

Ben
I think relying on social media for news is dangerous. There is too much misinformation and fake news on these 
platforms. People often share articles without checking if they are true, which spreads false information quickly.

43. Technology in the Classroom

Professor: Some educators believe that students should be allowed to use laptops and tablets during 
class, while others argue these devices are distracting. What is your view on technology use in the 
classroom?

This discussion focuses on the role of digital devices in educational settings and their impact on learning.

Sophie
I support allowing technology in class because it helps students take better notes and access resources instantly. 
When I use my laptop, I can look up definitions or additional information without interrupting the lecture.

James
Devices in class are mostly distracting. I have seen many classmates checking social media or playing games 
during lectures. This not only affects their learning but also distracts people sitting nearby.

44. Self-Driving Cars

Professor: Should self-driving cars be widely adopted even if they cannot guarantee zero accidents? 
Explain your view.

Autonomous vehicles promise to reduce accidents caused by human error, but the technology is not perfect and raises 
questions about liability.
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45. Digital Detox

Professor: Should schools implement mandatory digital detox periods where students cannot use 
electronic devices? Why or why not?

Concerns about screen time and attention spans have led some to advocate for tech-free periods, while others argue 
digital skills are essential.

46. Artificial Intelligence in Everyday Life

Professor: We've discussed how AI is becoming more integrated into various aspects of our daily lives. 
In your opinion, do the benefits that AI brings to individuals and society generally outweigh its potential 
drawbacks? Why or why not?

Artificial intelligence (AI) refers to the simulation of human intelligence in machines programmed to think like humans and 
mimic their actions. It is increasingly integrated into our daily routines, from personalized recommendations on streaming 
services and social media feeds to voice assistants, smart home devices, and even advanced medical diagnostics. While 
AI offers unprecedented convenience and efficiency, it also raises significant discussions about its societal impact.

47. Social Media Influence

Professor: Do social media influencers have a positive or negative impact on society? Share your 
perspective.

Social media influencers have become powerful voices in marketing and public opinion. While some view influencers as 
authentic voices connecting with audiences in new ways, others criticize influencer culture for promoting materialism, 
unrealistic lifestyles, and superficial values. The impact on young people is particularly debated.

Ethics
Discussion boards set in the ethics category.

48. Medical Research Ethics

Professor: In considering the balance between scientific progress and ethical responsibility, should 
medical research prioritize the potential benefits of groundbreaking discoveries, even if it involves 
significant ethical concerns? Provide specific examples to support your position.

Medical Research Ethics encompasses the principles and guidelines that govern the conduct of research involving 
human and animal subjects. The debate often centers around balancing scientific advancement with the rights and 
welfare of subjects, considering issues such as informed consent, risk versus benefit analysis, and the use of placebos. 
As new technologies and methodologies emerge, these ethical considerations become increasingly complex and 
significant.

Work
Discussion boards set in the work category.
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49. Remote Work

Professor: Do you think remote work should become the standard for most office-based jobs in the 
future? Why or why not?

Remote work, also known as telecommuting or working from home, involves employees performing their job duties 
outside of a traditional office environment, often using technology to connect with colleagues and complete tasks. This 
model gained significant traction globally during recent health crises and continues to be a popular option for many 
businesses and employees.

50. Remote Work in Modern Society

Professor: Many companies now offer remote work options to their employees. Do you think remote 
work is beneficial or harmful to employee productivity and well-being? Support your opinion with 
reasons and examples.

This discussion explores the growing trend of remote work and its impact on both individual employees and 
organizations.

Maya
I believe remote work is beneficial because it gives employees more flexibility. When I work from home, I can 
manage my schedule better and spend less time commuting. This helps me focus on my tasks and reduces stress.

Carlos
I disagree with Maya. Remote work can be harmful because it blurs the line between work and personal life. Many 
people end up working longer hours when they are at home, and they miss the social interaction that offices 
provide.

51. Remote Work

Professor: Should companies allow employees to work remotely full-time, or should they require some 
in-office presence? What is your view?

Remote work, or working from home, has become increasingly common, especially since the global pandemic. While 
many employees appreciate the flexibility and elimination of commute time, some employers worry about productivity, 
team collaboration, and company culture. The debate continues about whether remote work should become a 
permanent option.

Society
Discussion boards set in the society category.
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52. Artificial Intelligence in Education

Professor: Should schools integrate AI tools like ChatGPT into the classroom as learning aids? Why or 
why not?

Artificial intelligence (AI) is increasingly being integrated into educational settings, from AI tutors and automated grading 
systems to personalized learning platforms. While proponents argue AI can enhance learning outcomes and reduce 
teacher workload, critics worry about over-reliance on technology and potential impacts on critical thinking skills.

53. City Life versus Rural Living

Professor: Some people prefer living in large cities with many amenities, while others choose quieter 
rural areas. Which type of environment do you think offers a better quality of life, and why?

This discussion explores the advantages and disadvantages of urban and rural living environments.

Emma
Urban living offers better quality of life because cities have more job opportunities, cultural events, and convenient 
public transportation. Everything you need is within walking distance or a short bus ride away.

David
I prefer rural living because of the peace and natural environment. Cities are crowded, noisy, and expensive. In the 
countryside, you can have more space, cleaner air, and a closer connection to nature.

Arts & Culture
Discussion boards set in the arts & culture category.

54. Government Funding for Arts

Professor: Should governments provide funding for arts and cultural programs, or should the arts be 
self-sustaining through private support?

Arts funding debates center on whether taxpayer money should support cultural institutions, museums, and artists, or if 
market forces should determine their survival.

55. Digital Art and NFTs

Professor: Do you think digital art and NFTs represent a legitimate evolution of artistic expression? Why 
or why not?

Non-fungible tokens (NFTs) have created new markets for digital artists, but critics question whether digital works have 
the same value as traditional art.

Biology
Discussion boards set in the biology category.
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56. Genetic Engineering in Agriculture

Professor: Should genetically modified organisms (GMOs) be more widely used to address global 
food shortages? Why or why not?

GMO crops can increase yields and resist pests, potentially helping feed growing populations. However, concerns exist 
about long-term health and environmental effects.

57. Animal Testing

Professor: Is animal testing justified for medical research that could save human lives? Explain your 
view.

Animal testing has contributed to many medical breakthroughs, but raises ethical questions about animal welfare and the 
reliability of results.

Business
Discussion boards set in the business category.

58. Four-Day Work Week

Professor: Should companies adopt a four-day work week as the standard? What are the potential 
benefits and drawbacks?

Several companies have experimented with shorter work weeks, reporting improved productivity and employee 
satisfaction. Critics worry about implementation challenges.

59. Corporate Social Responsibility

Professor: Should businesses prioritize social and environmental responsibility over maximizing 
profits? Defend your position.

Corporate social responsibility (CSR) has become a major business trend. Some argue it builds trust, while others say the 
primary duty is to shareholders.

Health
Discussion boards set in the health category.

60. Mental Health in Universities

Professor: Should universities be required to provide free mental health services to all students? What 
is your position?

Mental health issues among college students have increased significantly in recent years. Universities face decisions 
about how much support to provide and who should bear the costs.
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61. Telemedicine Adoption

Professor: Do you think telemedicine should become the primary method for routine medical 
consultations? Explain your reasoning.

Telemedicine has grown rapidly, offering convenient healthcare access. However, some argue that in-person visits 
provide better care quality.

History
Discussion boards set in the history category.

62. Studying History

Professor: Is studying history essential for understanding current events and making better decisions? 
Share your perspective.

Some argue that history provides crucial context for today's issues, while others believe focusing on current data is more 
practical.

63. Preserving Historical Sites

Professor: Should governments spend significant resources preserving historical monuments, even 
when facing budget constraints?

Historical preservation maintains cultural heritage and attracts tourism, but competes with other priorities like healthcare 
and education.

Philosophy
Discussion boards set in the philosophy category.

64. Artificial Intelligence Consciousness

Professor: If an AI system could perfectly simulate human emotions and responses, should it be 
granted any form of rights? Explain your reasoning.

As AI becomes more sophisticated, philosophers debate whether machines could ever have genuine consciousness and 
what moral obligations we might have toward them.

65. Happiness vs Achievement

Professor: Is personal happiness more important than professional achievement? What is your 
perspective?

Different cultures and individuals prioritize happiness and success differently. Some argue fulfillment comes from 
achievement, while others emphasize well-being.

Politics & Law
Discussion boards set in the politics & law category.

Reach120 · Academic Discussion prompt pack · reach120.com Questions



66. Voting Age

Professor: Should the voting age be lowered to 16 in national elections? Defend your position.

Some countries are debating whether younger citizens should have voting rights, arguing they are affected by political 
decisions and should have a voice.

67. Privacy vs Security

Professor: Should governments have access to encrypted communications for national security 
purposes? Share your view.

The debate between privacy rights and security needs has intensified as encryption becomes more common. Law 
enforcement argues access is needed to prevent crime.

Psychology
Discussion boards set in the psychology category.

68. Social Media and Self-Esteem

Professor: Does social media usage have more positive or negative effects on young people's 
self-esteem? Share your perspective.

Research shows mixed results on how social media affects mental well-being. While it enables connection, it may also 
fuel comparison and anxiety.

69. Learning Styles

Professor: Do you believe that teaching methods should be tailored to individual learning styles, or is 
this approach overrated?

The concept of learning styles suggests people learn better through visual, auditory, or kinesthetic methods. However, 
some researchers question its scientific validity.

Sociology
Discussion boards set in the sociology category.

70. Urban vs Rural Living

Professor: Do you think urban or rural living offers a better quality of life? Support your position with 
reasons.

Population shifts between cities and rural areas reflect different lifestyle preferences. Each environment offers distinct 
advantages and challenges.
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71. Generational Differences in Work

Professor: Are generational differences in work attitudes (Baby Boomers vs Millennials vs Gen Z) real 
and significant, or are they exaggerated?

Media often portrays different generations as having distinct work ethics and values. Researchers debate whether these 
differences are substantial.
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What this pack is, and is not

Every question in these files is a Reach120 practice item taken from the bank our learners practise against. 
None of them is a real TOEFL test question, and nothing here is published, licensed, endorsed or reviewed 
by ETS.

Format statements in this file carry the date the ETS 2026 test specifications were read. The specification is 
subject to minor revisions until the official launch, so a pack older than the material it samples is re-rendered 
rather than patched — which is why the cover carries a generation date.

Where a band appears beside a sample response it is a Reach120 estimate produced by our own scoring, 
never an ETS score. Word ranges are Reach120 pacing targets for practice, never requirements or limits.

The scored version of this material
Write for an Academic Discussion, scored — 
https://www.reach120.com/toefl-academic-discussion-practice

Every free download Reach120 publishes is listed at reach120.com/downloads. No account, no email address, and the whole 
contents of each file on its own page.
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